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United Way Suncoast MoneyWork$ 
More than 30% of Florida’s working families are struggling 
to make ends meet. 

Suncoast region families who earn less than $26,000 a year face tough 
choices. They often work two or three jobs. They balance child care and 
transportation. They decide between food or electricity. And they live in 
fear of a serious illness because they can’t afford health insurance. Daily 
challenges that make financial independence seem unattainable.

United Way Suncoast focuses on helping families achieve their dreams of 
financial stability by leading a comprehensive financial education outreach 
program called MoneyWork$. 

MoneyWork$ helps low to moderate income families transition to a stable 
economic position by:

 ` Providing free one-to-one financial coaching at convenient locations 
throughout the region

 ` Providing free money management workshops and individual 
mentoring sessions

 ` Providing access to related social service resources, job skills 
training and other opportunities, such as free tax preparation, debt 
management and United Way’s savings match program

One in four American 
children live in poverty.



$A minimum wage worker has to work more than 80 hours a week  
to afford a two-bedroom apartment.

United Way Suncoast’s MoneyWork$ is implemented in partnership with credible experts and trained volunteers in 
neighborhoods throughout the community, ensuring broad access and convenience for participants. This multifaceted 
program is designed to provide comprehensive, integrated support for those seeking financial security.

MoneyWork$ program elements include:

 ` Partners for Prosperity Collaborative: 40+ community partners offering financial literacy education and financial 
services throughout the region.

 ` Master Money Mentors: Trained, certified and dedicated financial mentors deployed through Partners for Prosperity
 ` Prosperity Campaign: Free tax preparation with financial coaching for qualified participants
 ` Assets for Independence Individual Development Accounts (IDAs): This 2 to1 matched savings program is designed 
to help families and individuals reach their goal of purchasing a home, starting a small business or acquiring an 
education. 

 ` United Way Suncoast Summer Care Financial Literacy Workshops: Two-pronged program provides free, quality 
summer care for low to moderate income children and provides participating parents with weekly financial literacy 
workshops and personal coaching.

 ` Virtual Vita: an extension of the traditional Prosperity Campaign through which technology is used to connect the 
volunteer with the taxpayer who is homebound, located in a rural area or disabled through laptops, webcams and file-
sharing software.  

Tiffany was a 28 year old single mom trying to get off of welfare. She wanted to work but she couldn’t 
afford childcare through the summer and leaving her children alone wasn’t an option. Tiffany learned 
about the United Way Summer Care program at a participating agency and, thrilled, she enrolled her two 
daughters immediately.  

Tiffany

She attended the required 
Financial Education classes 
through the summer and when she 
was offered one-on-one financial 
coaching, Tiffany took advantage 
of the opportunity. 

Tiffany’s coach referred her to United Way Assets 
for Independence IDA program and when she 
qualified she immediately began saving a small 
amount monthly. She had her taxes done for free 
through the Prosperity Campaign and deposited 
her significant refund into her IDA Savings 
Account.  While Tiffany worked on her savings, 
she continued financial education classes and 
attended a first time homebuyer workshop. Today, 
Tiffany owns her very first home. 
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MoneyWork$ benefits our community:

 `  MoneyWork$ provides short-term assistance for 
people who want to better manage their current 
resources and helps participants set goals for a 
more stable future.

 `  Suncoast Region future economic strength can 
be predicted by the financial stability of today’s 
residents. MoneyWork$ helps change the course of 
a child’s future by encouraging parents to set better 
examples and achieve higher aspirations related to 
money management.

 `  MoneyWork$ helps families access benefits that 
would have otherwise gone unclaimed, infusing our 
local economy with significant buying power.

MoneyWork$ benefits financial institutions as 
investors:

 ` Easy, turnkey opportunity to achieve identified corporate 
philanthropic objectives.

 ` Offers a solutions-oriented investment opportunity that 
qualifies for CRA credits.

 ` Co-branding with the most recognized and trusted 
charitable organization in the nation.

 ` Participants gain financial skills, ensuring access to a 
viable customer base.

 ` Offers unique channels for employee volunteerism 
and engagement—tax preparers, financial coaching and 
mentoring.

More than 4,
100 individuals 

received financial 
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 and guidance

 in 2013.
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Results prove that MoneyWork$ changes peoples’ lives.

More than half of America’s 
working poor are uninsured due to 

lack of affordability.
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Bill
Bill was a single father looking for a 
summer camp for his daughter when he 
stumbled upon United Way’s Summer 
Care, a program that provides safe, 
enriching summer child care for working 
parents. He willingly took the financial 
education classes as part of his daughter’s 
enrollment, never realizing how helpful 
they would be later. His intention was to 
save money to buy a house – but when he 
lost his job, he knew the bank would never 
loan him money for a home.

So Bill switched gears and started his 
own business. He wrote a business plan 
and applied for United Way’s Individual 
Development Account. With the money, he 
purchased his own trailer and is running 
his own handyman business, ensuring 
that he and his daughter will be in charge 
of their own fates.

United Way Suncoast MoneyWork$  
Budget

Program Costs $200,000

People Management $257,000

Direct Operating   Costs $175,000

Total $632,000



$Prosperity Campaign served 15,102 $14.40 per person

Financial Education served 4,177 $75.15per person

Individual Development Account served 78 $3,030 per person

United Way Suncoast MoneyWork$ 
People Served

Cherry
Cherry’s dream was to open an assisted living 
facility in rural Hillsborough County. She knew 
that she needed mentors and guidance. So she 
took a class to get her license. Learned about 
market statistics, doing business with the 
government and setting up a business at the 
Small Business Development Corporation. She 
created a business plan and saved every penny 
she could to qualify for United Way’s Individual 
Development Account (IDA).

To qualify, Cherry had to save a minimum 
of $25 per month. She went barebones on 
everything – TV services, cell phone and 
electric bill. She saved $2,000 over six months 
and received a $4,000 match from the program 
partners. 

Cherry opened Florry Creative Care and now 
has a full house of five residents, who keep her 
busy – and smiling – every day.

Help United Way Suncoast create positive, permanent change 
in people’s lives. MoneyWork$ is key to our community impact 
agenda. 

With your investment, we can help so many more families find 
lasting, sustainable paths out of poverty.
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About United Way Suncoast
United Way Suncoast develops and implements  

community programs to help underserved people achieve  
their academic and financial potential.  

We help find regional solutions that change the story  
for all in our community.
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